
EXPLORER SORT 
 

Purpose:  Students will associate facts with the proper European explorer.    

 

Suggested Grade Level:  3 

 

History & Social Science SOL:   History 3.5 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  
1. Five cones 

2. Index cards 

3. Three facts about each explorer: Christopher Columbus, Christopher Newport, Ponce De Leon, and 

Jacques Cartier (provided) 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Create 5 sets of the same facts on different colored paper for each explorer.  

2. Label 4 index cards – one with each explorer written on it for each group. 

 

Directions: 

1. Set up cones across one end of the room (provide enough space for approx. 4-5 students to get behind 

each cone). 

2. Divide students into 4-5 groups. 

3. Assign each group a starting cone and a color.  

4. Throw the paper facts in the air so that they fall all over the room. 

5. Explain to each team that they will take turns jumping (or whatever physical activity you would like 

to use) to pick up pieces of paper that match the color they are assigned. Blue should only pick up 

blue pieces of paper; yellow should only pick up yellow pieces of paper, etc. 

6. Once they pick up one piece of paper that is their color, instruct students to bring it back to their team 

and read the fact .  

7. Instruct the team to decide which explorer the fact represents and place that fact underneath the index 

card with that explorer’s name. If the team cannot come to a consensus, the person who retrieved the 

paper makes the final decision. 

8. After the fact has been placed down, instruct the next person in the group to repeat the process. 

9. Continue until all teams have retrieved all of their colored pieces of paper and have categorized the 

facts into the explorer categories.  

10. Instruct the teams to review their own answers and make changes that they feel are appropriate. 

11. Review the explorers for the class. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. If you have access to the outdoors, this is a great outside activity unless it’s windy.  

2. Do not make it a competition for finishing first.  Offer teams points based on getting all of the 

information correct, whether they were first or last to finish. 

 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Have students do a physical activity according to the explorer their teammate brought back until the 

next person returns with a new fact.  For example, if someone brought back a fact from Jacques 

Cartier, the team would do cross crawls until the next member of their team brought back the next 

fact.  If they brought back a fact from Christopher Columbus, they would run in place, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                  
 



 

 

 

1. He was the first European 

to discover a sea route to 

America. 

 

2. He landed in San Salvador 

and discovered the “New 

World.” 

 

3. He went exploring to find 

a western sea route to Asia. 

 

4. He gave Spain claim to the 

New World. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1.  He was the first European 

to land in Florida. 

 

2. He landed in St. Augustine, 

Florida. 

 

3. His reason for exploring 

was to discover riches and 

conquer land. 

 

4. He gave Spain claim to 

Florida. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. He explored the St. 

Lawrence River Valley near 

Quebec, Canada. 

 

2. He gave France a North 

American claim. 

 

3. His reason for exploring 

was to colonize the New 

World. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. He was an English explorer. 

 

2. He helped establish the 

colony of Jamestown. 

 

3. He made additional voyages 

to Jamestown to bring more 

people. 

 

4. He was one of the first men 

to reach the Fall Line of the 

James River. 
 

 

 



Christopher Newport 

Jacques Cartier 

Juan Ponce De Leon 

Christopher Columbus 
 


